
� �������	�
�����
����������
������������������������� �





This is exactly what avodah zarah was all about. It represented an understanding that there is a higher power, but it also satisfied the desperate need to have 

sensory access to this power. It had to be physical, visible, touchable, and relatable. People were not driven by ignorance or misperception. Rather, they 

responded to their ardent desire to feel and touch and hear. It was the world of dimyon. 

This leads us to the quicksand of Al. The Al that purports to replace real human thinking (as opposed to accomplishing technical tasks) is bad enough. It 

short-circuits our brains, robs us of the ability to think on our own, and feeds us slop and drivel instead. But far more insidious are the chatbots that aim to 

replace the feelings and sensations that we crave. People are turning to chatbots for companionship, willingly accepting the simulation of a friend that 

provides all the requisite reassurance and pleasantness. They shut down their critical faculties and revel in a meaningless mess of words that come from 

nowhere and mean absolutely nothing. People seek friendship from chatbots, consult therapists from chatbots, and ultimately some find "G-d" in chatbots. 

This is destructive beyond words. It is like a drug that lulls us into thinking and feeling that we are in a very positive, productive environment, but alas, it is 

simply a hallucination. Thus, we're seduced into thinking that we have a friend who is talking to us, comforting us, encouraging us. We are seduced into 

thinking that we have a therapist who is here, helping see us through our issues and guide us correctly. And finally, we delude ourselves into thinking that we 

have found Hashem, when all we have in front of us is a metal box. 

Sinking into the world of dimyon is probably the greatest deviation from truth we can engage in. Facts may be true or not true, but they emanate from a 

reality that is true. A particular fact may be wrong in one case, but it still may have merit in another case. An illusion, however, is always an illusion, and it is 

falsehood from beginning to end. The struggle between dimyon and seichelis the ultimate war between emes and sheker. 

The greatest and most devastating effect of technology is that it can lead us into a life that is totally immersed in dimyon but lulls us into believing we are 

connected to the greatest and best. We thereby numb the desire for love, wisdom, and achievement that prod us to live worthwhile lives. 

Woe to us, if at 120, when we face the Divine, Whose stamp is emes, our life's illusory achievements simply evaporate as a figment of the imagination. 
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