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In this period of the year, when the entire world of Torah collapsed because of the breakdown of mutual respect among Rabi Akiva's talmidim, we must 

redouble our efforts to repair our approach to dispute. 

First, we need to recognize that the real emes is only achieved by viewing all valid opinions (i.e., people who are dedicated to Torah and yiras Shamayim and 

are of the caliber to weigh in on a particular issue). We must honestly consider the other side and always be prepared to reconsider; that is the love of emes. 

Furthermore, we must respect and treat with the utmost dignity those with whom we disagree, no matter how strong the disagreement is; that is the love of 

shalom. 

Rav Yehuda Leib Levin, the grandson of the lmrei Emes, relates an extraordinary story portraying both the challenge and the correct approach to it (Megillas 

Polin-lzhbitza, p. 39). The background to this story is the terrible conflict between the chassidim of Kotzk and those of lzhbitz. The lzhbitzer Rebbe had been 

a very close disciple of the Kotzker. He became convinced that the Kotzker's demand for absolute uncompromising emes was too tough for the larger 

community to follow. He therefore broke away and established his own dynasty. The machlokes was wrenching and created a lot of enmity among the 

chassidim. 

There were two chassidim who were partners in a business venture. One was a Kotzker chassid, and the other was an lzhbitzer chassid. They disagreed with 

each other's brand of chassidus but kept the dispute out of their business, and indeed their business thrived. 

At some point their business began to fail, and the lzhbitzer chassid became gravely ill. He tried to go to his Rebbe to ask for a brachah, but he couldn't make 

the trip. Having no option, he finally turned to his partner and implored him to please go and ask the lzhbitzer Rebbe for his blessings. The partner really did 

not want to go, but he couldn't refuse his friend in such terrible circumstances. 

Rav Tzaddok HaKohein happened to be in the room with the lzhbitzer Rebbe when this chassid arrived, and he said that the conversation made him cringe. 

He left the room but was still able to overhear the conversation from outside. 

The Kotzker chassid barged in without even saying "Shalom,'' and declared, "I did not come as a follower, but as somebody who's been forced to do a 

mission. My partner forced me to tell you that he's very sick and that that our business is collapsing." 

The lzhbitzer Rebbe asked him, "What will you say if you see a miracle happen and your friend gets well?" 

The Kotzker chassid answered, "I will say that this is the result of kishuf, not of kedushah." 

The Rebbe continued, "And if I show you that it is not kishuf, what will happen then?" 

"No, I will not become convinced,'' the chassid was adamant. 

"And what will be with your emes?" the Rebbe persisted. 

"Emes is to be found in Kotzk, an emes that I acquired with my blood, and I will not move from it, nor exchange it for anything in the world." 

The Rebbe replied, "Tell your partner not to worry. He will recover and the business will prosper. And you - because of the mesirus nefesh that you showed 

for the emes as you see it, you will merit having extraordinary children." 

This was the incredible middas hashalom of the lzhbitzer, truly admiring the middas ha'emes of Kotzk! 

Following this line of behavior seems beyond us. But we need to note that the Navi does not tell us that if we perfect the balance of emes and shalom, then 

Mashiach will come. Rather, he states that if we genuinely cherish these twin values, our days of mourning will turn to joy. 

We need to work toward both with equal fervor. We need to strive for understanding emes without wavering in our commitment. And with equal fervor, we 

need to value and cherish other people whose opinions and actions are coming from a true Torah perspective, from real yiras Shamayim, and from their 

genuine search for emes. -

Rav Aaron Lopiansky has authored several seforim, including the recently released Orchos Chaim, Ben Torah for Life. 

(Originally featured in Mishpacha, Issue 1061) 




